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Martin Luther King Jr. 
Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. 
In Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have 
seen a great light. We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with 
us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather 
around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good 
news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy. 
 

GATHERING     The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

WELCOME   
 
PRELUDE   

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 



GATHERING SONG  ELW 661 

 
  

 



GREETING 
From the earliest centuries of Christianity, this ancient prayer (Kyrie Eleison or Lord 
Have Mercy) and hymn of praise (Gloria) have been used to gather the people of God 
for worship, expressing both our need for God’s peace (shalom) and our gratitude for 
God’s saving mercy. 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
 



  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon 
us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the 
cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 



WORD     God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song . 
 
FIRST READING:   Isaiah 9:1-4 

The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by 
Assyrian military forces, but they are assured that their condition will be reversed 
when God makes a light-filled appearance. The joy they will experience will 
resemble celebrations of great harvests, because God will deliver them from 
everything that diminishes or oppresses them. 
 

A reading from Isaiah 
 

1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the LORD] 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter 
time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 
the nations. 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM –    Psalm 27:1, 4-9 



 

 

SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of 
the gospel. Discord arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or 
institutions but to Christ. Indeed, the unifying word of the cross of Christ is the 
center of the gospel and the power of God’s salvation. 

 

A reading from Corinthians: 
 

10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 
united in the same mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by 
Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I 
mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong 
to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for 
you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of 
you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were baptized in my 
name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know 
whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to 
proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might 
not be emptied of its power. 
 
18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
Alleluia. Jesus preached the good news | of the kingdom* and cured every sickness a- | 
mong the people. Alleluia. (Matt. 4:23) 

AV focus on the pastor. 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 4:12-23 

Please Stand.  By tradition, we stand during the readings of the Gospel remembering 
that they speak of Christ, who is the center of our faith.    
 
Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by 
Herod. He proclaims the nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his 
first disciples. 
 

The holy gospel according to Mathew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He 
left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun 
and Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be 
fulfilled: 
 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
 16the people who sat in darkness 
  have seen a great light, 
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” 
 
18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he 
said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left 



their nets and followed him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, 
mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their 
father, and followed him. 
 
23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the 
people. 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:   ELW 798 

 
 
 



THE CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. Rouse 
communities to care for neighbors who need shelter, are facing maltreatment, or are 
isolated and lonely.  We pray especially for Nettie, Darryl, Penny, Marian, Jack, 
Claude, Eveline, Yaa, Isaiah, Marie Claire, Pat, Howard, Ben, Rene, Louise, Kathryn, 



Doreen, Barbara, Yaa, Joan, Cecelia, Carrie, Marie Josie, Carolyn, Mariah, Maria, 
Nisha, Tony, Peggy, Dianne, Sharon, Cynthia, Maryanne, the Algeo family, Gallagher 
Family, Avi, the family of Richard Stewart and Andrea. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
 
Bless those who are celebrating birthdays this week: Valerie Hayward, Emmanuel 
Moore and Dorie Brossette. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
PEACE   
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.    
And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERING  

You are invited to place your gift in the basket as it is passed.  Envelopes are in the 
pew backs if you would like to use them.  The ministries of this congregation rely on 
the gifts God bestows upon us through our members and friends. 

 

Offering Prayer 
 
Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 
 

MEAL GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST 

Sharing the Lord’s Supper is how we celebrate the presence of the risen Christ among us. 
Christ shared this meal with his disciples before laying down his life for them. After 
Christ’s resurrection, his disciples have continued to break bread and share the cup as a 
way of receiving Christ and participating in his Body. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 



Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the witness of your saints 
you show us the hope of our calling 
and strengthen us to run the race set before us, 
that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in glory. 
And so, with all the saints, 
with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

  
  

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
In every age you sent prophets 
to make known your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 



In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 
to preach good news to the afflicted, 
to break bread with the outcast and despised, 
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. 
Amen. 
  

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 
Amen. 
  

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen. 
  
After the pastor has recounted God’s saving acts, all are invited to pray: 
 



 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen.   
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 

who desire to commune with Christ through the sharing of this meal are invited to come 
forward and receive the blessed bread and the wine.   When receiving Communion, extend your 
hand, palm up, to receive the wafer of bread; to receive the wine (through intinction) dip the 
wafer into the chalice.  If you would like to receive a blessing instead of the Lord’s Supper, 
approach the altar with your arms crossed over your chest. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing 
that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and journey humbly with you. 
Amen. 



SENDING     God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

 
BLESSING  
 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG –(next page)    ELW 866 
 
DISMISSAL  
 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
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