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Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the
reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no
matter what time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about
punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and
merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is
freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all
beggars.

GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins. The assembly stands

In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,

in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



GATHERING SONG As Saints of Old ELW 695
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1 As saints of old their first-fruits brought of or - chard, flock, and field
2 A world in need now sum-mons us to la - bor, love, and give;
3 In grat-i-tude and hum-ble trust we bring our best to - day
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to God, the giv - er of all good, the source of boun-teous yield,

to make our life an of - fer - ing to God, that all may live.
to serve your cause and  share your love with all a - long life’s way.
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so we to-day first - fruits would bring,the wealth of this good land,

The church of Christ s call - ing us to make the dream come true:
O  God, who gave your -self to us in Je - sus Christ your Son,
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of farm and mar - ket, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand.
a

world re-deemed by Christ-like love: all life in  Christ made new.
teach us to give our - selves each day un - til life’'s work 1is  done.
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Text: Frank von Christierson, 19001996, alt.
Music: FOREST GREEN, English folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872—-1958

[
Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.




Hymn of Praise Glory to God in the Highest

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al-might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-waythe sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and
train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10--4:11

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare
the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a
worm to destroy a plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a question that
challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a
bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites?

1©When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon
them; and he did not do it.

41But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the
LORD and said, “O LoRrD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country?
That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from
punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to
die than to live.” “And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” sThen Jonah
went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there.
He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

°The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over
his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush.
7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush,
so that it withered. *When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun
beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He
said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said,
“Yes, angry enough to die.” *°Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush,
for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night
and perished in a night. ?"And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great
city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do
not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 145:1-8

n ] I }
] — — .
:@ - ! ! I
J o s
The Lorp is slow to an-ger and a - bound-ing in stead-fast love.
Psalm 145:8

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

T will exalt you, my | God and king,
and bless your name forev- | er and ever.

>Every day | will I bless you
and praise your name forev- | er and ever.

3Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised!
There is no end ! to your greatness.

‘One generation shall praise your works | to another
and shall de- | clare your power. R

5] will speak of the glorious splendor ! of your majesty
and all your | marvelous works.

‘They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts,
and I will re- | count your greatness.

7They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness.

¢The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. R

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the
outcome of his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls
on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.

21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 231 am hard pressed between
the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to
remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know
that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 2so
that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you
again.



270nly, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing
firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 2*and
are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their
destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 2°For he has graciously
granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as
well—30%since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I
still have.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.
GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption
that God rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.

l“

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went
out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the
laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 2When he went out
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; “and he said to
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they
went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same.
°And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to
them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has
hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” “When evening came, the
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay,
beginning with the last and then going to the first.” YWhen those hired about five
o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. *“°Now when the first came,
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily
wage. "And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, '2saying,
‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have



borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ :3But he replied to one of them,
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?
1“Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to
you. 'SAm I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because I am generous?’ 1°So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: Built on a Rock ELW 652
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I Built on a rock the church shallstand, e - ven when stee - ples are
2 Sure - ly, in tem - ples made with hands God the Most High is not
3 Christ builds a house of liv - ing stones: we are his own  hab - i -
4  Yet in thishouse, an earth - ly frame, Je - sus the chil - dren is
5 Through all the pass - ing years, O Lord, grant that, when church bells are
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fall - ing; crum-bled have spires in ev - ry land, bells still are
dwell - ing—  high in the heav'ns his tem - ple stands, all earth-ly
ta -  tion; he fills our hearts, his hum - ble thrones, grant-ing us
bless - ing; hith - er we come to praise his name, faith in our
ring - ing, man - y may come to hear your Word, who here this
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chim-ing and call - ing— call - ing the young and old to rest, call-ing the
tem- ples ex - cel - ling. Yet God who dwellsin heav’'n a - bove deigns to a -
life and sal-va - tion.Where two or three will seek his face, he in their
Sav - ior con-fess - ing. Je -sus to wus his Spir - it sent, mak-ing with
prom-ise 1s bring - ing: “l know my own, my own know me; you, not the
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souls of those dis-tressed, long-ing for life ev-er - last - ing.
bide with us in love, mak - ing our bod-ies his tem - ple.
midst will show his grace, bless-ings up - on them be - stow - ing.
us his cov - e - nant, grant-ing his chil-dren the king - dom.
world, my face shall see; my peace | leave with you. A - men”

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, adapt.
Music: KIRKEN DEN ER ET GAMMEL HUS, Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator



Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God who saves, direct your people who are tempted by evil ways. Protect your
children from calamity and disaster. Strengthen all who are incarcerated. Encourage
all who are in despair or pain of any kind especially Nettie, Penny, Tom, Darryl,
Penny, Marian, Claude, Eveline, Marie Claire, Pat, Peggy, Ben, Rene, Steven-Garrett,
Louise, Kathryn, Joe, Barbara, Yaa, Andrea, Cecelia, Carrie, Marie Josie, Carolyn,
Mariah, Maria, Nisha, Tony, Peggy, Dianne, Andrea, Grace. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Bless Karsumo Siefa, Derek Allen, Sharon L. White, and Gwendolyn Howard, who are
celebrating a birthday this week. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERING



OFFERING HYMN ELW 184

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutherarn Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



MEAL GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST

Sharing the Lord’s Supper is how we celebrate the presence of the risen Christ among us.
Christ shared this meal with his disciples before laying down his life for them. After
Christ’s resurrection, his disciples have continued to break bread and share the cup as a
way of receiving Christ and participating in his Body.

GREAT THANKSGIVING AND LORD’S PRAYER

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.



You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,

the rescue from Egypt,

the gift of the promised land,

the words of the prophets;

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup

we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power

to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,

that we who share in Christ’s body and blood

may live to the praise of your glory

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants

of every time and every place,

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.



Through him, with him, in him,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.

Amen.

After the pastor has recounted God’s saving acts, all are invited to pray:

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

FRACTION

Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed are those who
are called to his supper.
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COMMUNION HYMN:

Let Us Break Bread Together

ELW 471
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink  wine to - geth-er on our knees;
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let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
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When 1 fall on my knees, with my face to the ris - ing
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sun, O Lord, have mer - cy on me.
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3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let us praise God  to - geth-er on our knees.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual

COMMUNION HYMN:There's a Wideness in God's Mercy
ELW 587
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There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - cy, like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There 1s wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
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3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 ’Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
n pmmenst! st

)"4

| 1 1 |
F 4NN | ) . | |
‘_
[dnYd |
& ‘!_LJ_J o
J & -& 4 &

there’s a kind-ness in  God’sjus - tice which is  more than lib - er - ty.
there 1s mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal 1s most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - wvil, larg -er mer-cy through the fall.

L | lh !
: — N— T D — |
: ) !
P — | i s | »
There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav'n.
There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;

But we make this love too nar - row by false lim -its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv'n.
there 1s room for fresh «cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-mi - fy its  strict-ness with a zeal God will not own.
and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814—1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your

Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in
the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
SENDING SONG: : Rise Up, O Saints of God! ELW 669
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1 Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries 1n pain;
5 Com -mit your hearts to  seek the  paths which Christ has trod;
-
ud D .
I
ik . : F z

= =

e e Y ey EE S ———
e~ R

Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the  word of hope pro -claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow'’r, rise up, O saints of God!
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Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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