
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Christ the King 
Sunday 

 
November 26, 2023 

8:30 am and 10:30 am 
Christ Lutheran Community Church 

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

 
Pastor W. Roger Randolph III, STS, Preaching 



GATHERING     The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME      
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. The assembly stands 

 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing ELW 389 



 



GREETING  
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 

 



Hymn of Praise  This is the Feast 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit 
the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to 
serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

WORD     God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song . 

FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will 
assume the role of shepherd in Israel. The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-
messiah, “my servant David,” who will feed and care for the people. 
 

11Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As 
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek 
out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered 
on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and 
gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed 
them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of 
the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall 
be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on 
rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and 
I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back 
the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat 
and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
 
20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep 
and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the 
weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my 
flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep 
. 
23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he 
shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my 
servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



PSALM 95:1-7a 

 

 
 1Come, let us sing | to the LORD; 
  let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation. 
 2Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving 
  and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms. 
 3For you, LORD, | are a great God, 
  and a great ruler a- | bove all gods. 
 4In your hand are the caverns | of the earth; 
  the heights of the hills are | also yours. R 
 5The sea is yours, | for you made it, 
  and your hands have molded | the dry land. 
 6Come, let us worship | and bow down, 
  let us kneel before the | LORD our maker. 
 7aFor the LORD| is our God, 
  and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep | of God’s hand. R 
  
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23 

Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live faithfully 
in the here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians 

 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for 
this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I 
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart 
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 
20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 



him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power 
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 
age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over 
all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 25:31-46 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: 
what is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the 
goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave 
me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 
37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and 
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we 
saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was 
it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, 
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are 
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for 
I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 
43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, 



sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when 
was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and 
did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did 
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away 
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  Jesus Shall Reign  ELW 434 

  



Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

In Christ we feel the depth of your love and care toward us. Nourish all who hunger, 
connect any who are isolated, and surround all who experience rejection or abuse. We 
pray for those who suffer especially Nettie, Penny, Tom, Darryl, Penny, Marian, Claude, 
Eveline, Marie Claire, Pat, Peggy, Ben, Rene, Louise, Kathryn, Joe, Barbara, Yaa, 
Andrea, Cecelia, Marie Josie, Carolyn, Mariah, Maria, Nisha, Tony, Peggy, Dianne, 
Andrea, Grace and Dianna. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



In Christ we are made the people of his pasture. Inspire the outreach and social 
ministries of this congregation, especially our Food Ministries and English as a Second 
Language Program. We pray for all people who serve and attend to the needs of others. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Bless Camina Dunn, Daniel Bantoe and Aaron Williams, who are celebrating a birthday 
this week.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

PEACE   
 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OFFERING  

OFFERING HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitfuil ELW 184 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

MEAL GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST 

Sharing the Lord’s Supper is how we celebrate the presence of the risen Christ among us. 
Christ shared this meal with his disciples before laying down his life for them. After Christ’s 
resurrection, his disciples have continued to break bread and share the cup as a way of 
receiving Christ and participating in his Body. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
You have filled all creation with light and life; 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 
the promise to Israel, 
the rescue from Egypt, 
the gift of the promised land, 
the words of the prophets; 
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 
we await his coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 
may live to the praise of your glory 
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  



Join our prayers with those of your servants 
of every time and every place, 
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 
until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

After the pastor has recounted God’s saving acts, all are invited to pray: 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.   
 

FRACTION 

Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed are those who are 
called to his supper. 
 

All those who have been baptized and trust that Christ is truly present the Eucharist 
are invited to come forward and receive the Blessed Sacrament. When receiving the 
Sacrament, extend both of your hands, palm up, to receive the wafer of bread; to 
receive the wine (through intinction) dip the wafer into the chalice.   
 
If you choose to receive the Sacrament under the form of bread alone for any reason, 
you may be assured that in so doing, you receive the whole Christ. If you choose not 
to receive communion and would like to receive a blessing instead, approach the altar 
with your arms crossed over your chest. After receiving communion (or a blessing), 
you may return to your seat by the side aisles. 



COMMUNION HYMN:  As the Grains of Wheat  ELW 465 
 

 
 



COMMUNION HYMN:  The King of Love My Shepherd Is  ELW 502 

 



 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with 
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in 
the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING     God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

 

BLESSING  

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING SONG: (next page)  Rejoice, For Christ is King!  ELW 430 

 

DISMISSAL  
Beloved of God, 
go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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