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The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is
the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and
love, that gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life
for the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives
for one another by the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need.

GATH ERIN G The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism,

let us give thanks for what God has done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning

your voice thundered over the deep

and water became the essence of life.

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official

entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection

you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people.

We rejoice with glad hearts,

giving all honor and praise to you,

through the risen Christ, our source of living water,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia
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Hal - le - lu - jah!

Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932
Music: ENGEILLBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 1832-1924
Text © John B. Gever.

Duplication in any lform prohibited without permission or valid license lrom copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - «cy.

Z@FDI S — S — E————Y
)

For the peace from a- bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and forthe u - ni - ty of  all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor- ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men
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This 1s the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - 1a.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your
fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one
with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

WO RD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12

A reading from Acts

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming
the news of the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the
Holy Spirit so that he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious
authortities.

5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, °with Annas
the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly
family. "When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By
what power or by what name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit,
said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, °if we are questioned today because of
a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been
healed, ‘°let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is
standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom
you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. *This Jesus is

‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;

it has become the cornerstone.’

2There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
among mortals by which we must be saved.”

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
PSALM PSALM 23
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The Lorp is my shep - herd; I shall not be in want.
Psalm 23:1

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.



'The LorD ! is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.
°The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3You restore my | soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
‘Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear
no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R
5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24

A Reading from I John

Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the
very love we share with others, not just through our words but especially through
our deeds. In sharing such love we fulfill God’s commandments.

1°We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to
lay down our lives for one another. "How does God’s love abide in anyone who has
the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?

18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. *“And by
this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him
2owhenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows
everything. 2'Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God;
22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and
do what pleases him.

23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he
abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. Jesus says, I am | the good shepherd.* I know my own and my | own know
me. Alleluia. (John 10:14)
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Al - le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - Tu - ia.

GOSPEL: John 10:11-18

The holy gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the
shepherd who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to
overcome death for them.

[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. °The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees
the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. :3The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the
sheep. “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, '5just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. °I have
other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen
to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. ‘*No one takes it
from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have
power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY : The King of Love My Shepherd Is ELW 502



The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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I am his and he is mine for - ev - er.
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5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
Music: ST. COLUMBA, Irish tune

6 And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Loving God, protect the very young and the very old, those living without housing,
victims of domestic abuse, and all who live with chronic illness or compromised
immune systems. We pray for Nettie, Penny, Tom, Darryl, Penny, Marian, Darlene,
Robert, Toni, Claude, Eveline, Family of Ken Chung, Gracie, Hailey, Ron, Family of
Gail Harley, Pat, the family of Larry Jadlocki, Ben, Sherrell and her family, Carlos,
Barbara, Marie Josie, Carolyn, Maria, Nisha, Sal, Peggy, Dianne, the Wykert family,
and Pastor Randolph and the soldiers who are deployed with him. Guide
communities to actively care for people who are vulnerable. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Bless Ronald Gallagher who is celebrating his birthday this week. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING

Offering Prayer

Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.

May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen.

MEAL GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST

Sharing the Lord’s Supper is how we celebrate the presence of the risen Christ among us.
Christ shared this meal with his disciples before laying down his life for them. After
Christ’s resurrection, his disciples have continued to break bread and share the cup as a
way of receiving Christ and participating in his Body.

GREAT THANKSGIVING AND LORD’S PRAYER

O God triune, how majestic is your name in all the earth. Over the eons your merciful
might evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. Here by your wisdom are both life and
death, growth and decay, the nest and the hunt, sunshine and storm, darkness and
light. Sustained by these wonders, we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: The
earth is full of your glory.

The earth is full of your glory.

We praise you for the heart of Jesus, so filled with your love for this earth.



The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:
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in the mname of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

After the pastor has recounted God’s saving acts, all are invited to pray:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.



Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmonv, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
COMMUNION HYMN: I Come With Joy #482
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ is made known to us
in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God’s table.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s
grace.

Let us pray

Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.

Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen.

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The God of resurrection power,

the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope

* bless you now and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me ELW 860



I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

The flowers on the altar are given by Paul Boateng in honor of Nana Ama Boateng
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