
Christ Lutheran Community Church 
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

7th Sunday after the Epiphany 
February 23, 2025 

GATHERING HYMN: ELW 733 Great is Thy Faithfulness 

 
 
 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow love, 

where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we 

may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

FIRST READING: Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not 

answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 

 
4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am 

your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed, or angry with 

yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the 

famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be 

neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and 



to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made 

me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and 

go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all 

Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be 

near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, 

and all that you have. 11 I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to 

come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ ” 15 And 

he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.   

PSALM: Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 

 
 

 1 Do not be provoked by | evildoers; 

  do not be jealous of those | who do wrong. 

 2 For they shall soon wither | like the grass, 

  and like the green grass | fade away. 

 3 Put your trust in the LORD | and do good; 

  dwell in the land and | find safe pasture. 

 4 Take delight | in the LORD, 

  who shall give you your | heart’s desire. R 

 5 Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust | in the LORD, 

  and see what | God will do. 

 6 The LORD will make your vindication as clear | as the light 

  and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun. 

 7 Be still before the LORD and wait | patiently. 

  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in | evil schemes. 

 8 Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; 

  do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil. R 

 9 For evildoers shall | be cut off, 

  but those who hope in the LORD shall pos- | sess the land. 

 10 In a little while the wicked shall | be no more; 

  even if you search out their place, they will | not be there. 

 11 But the lowly shall pos- | sess the land; 

  they will delight in abun- | dance of peace. 

 39 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from | you, O LORD; 

  you are their stronghold in | time of trouble. 

 40 You, O LORD, will help them and | rescue them; 

  you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you | they seek refuge. R 



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” 
36 Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 And as for what you sow, you do not 

sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38 But God 

gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 

 
42 So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 

imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in 

power. 44 It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there 

is also a spiritual body. 45 Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the 

last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and 

then the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from 

heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, 

so are those who are of heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will 

also bear the image of the man of heaven. 

 
50 What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 

God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 6:27-38 

[Jesus said:] 27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, 

offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 
30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for 

them again. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

 
32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who 

love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even 

sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to 

you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35 But love your enemies, do good, 

and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the 

Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is 

merciful. 

 
37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 

Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 

down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be 

the measure you get back.” 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 449 We Know That Christ Is Raised 

 

 
 

 

  



OFFERING HYMN: ELW 184 Let the Vinyards Be Fruitful 

 

 
 

  



COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 493 Taste and See 

 

 
 

 



COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 742 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

 

 



 

SENDING HYMN: ELW 623 We've Come This Far by Faith 

 

 



 

CLCC ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Week of February 23, 2025 
 

PRE-LENTEN BOOK GROUP  

Ritter Room, Wednesday Feb 26th at 6:30PM 

Pastor Randolph will be leading a group through The Rev. Dr. Philip H. Pfatticher's book Praying 

with the Church: An Introduction to Prayer in Daily Life. 

 

CLCC FELLOWSHIP  

Sundays, February 23rd and March 2nd between the 8:30 and 10:30 services. 

You are invited to come to a brief period of fellowship and conversation. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
- 7AM Imposition of ashes only 

- 12PM Spoken Eucharist with imposition of ashes 

- 7PM Sung Eucharist with imposition of ashes 

 

LENTEN BOOK GROUP  

Ritter Room, Wednesdays during Lent: March 12th, 19th, 26th, and April 9th at 10:30 am. 

Pastor Randolph will be leading a group through The Rev. Marjorie J. Thompson's classic book 

Soul Feast: An Invitation to the Christian Spiritual Life. 

 

FIRST COMMUNION AND NEW MEMBER CLASSES 

Sundays in Lent: March 9th, 16th, 30th, April 6th at 9:15AM 

Pastor Randolph will be leading First Communion Classes during Lent. Please send an email to 

Pastor Randolph at rev.randolph3@gmail.com so that the correct number of books can be 

ordered. 

  

For adults interested in becoming members (and those who just want to learn more about being 

Lutheran Christians) Pastor Randolph will be doing New Member Classes through Lent. If 

you are interested, please send an email to Pastor Randolph at rev.randolph3@gmail.com no 

later than today, February 23rd. Classes will start during Lent and end before Easter. Class time 

is dependent on availability of participants. 

 

ALTAR FLOWER S 

The flowers on the altar are given by Lois Johnston in Memory of John Johnston, Sr. and in honor 

of grandson John, granddaughter Tiffani, great-grandson Daeglan, & great-granddaughter Reilly 

 

PRAYER LIST: 

We pray for all in particular need, especially Nettie, Penny, Tom, Daryl, Penny, Marian, Darlene, 

Toni, Claude, Travis, Lauren, Gracie, Charles, Ron, Pat, Ben, Kenaé, Sherrell and her family, 

Carlos, Barbara, Marie Josie, Carolyn, Clifford, Maria, Nisha, Sal, Colleen, Peggy, and Dianne. 

 

SERVING THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

USHER: Victoria Foster Lee,  

READER: Lois Johnston 

PRAYER LEADER: Steven Korvah 

ZOOM HOST: Ryan Savitz 

A/V: Jacob Fobay 

HOSPITALITY:  Lois Johnston
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FINANCE UPDATE  

DECEMBER 2024 

INCOME $30,684.38 EXPENSES $20,244.71 

 NET $10,440.27 

 

YTD (THRU 31 DEC 2024)  

INCOME $216,450.08 EXPENSES $197,863.61 

NET $18,586.47 

 

FOOD MINISTIRES SCHEDULE 

Fresh For All:  Fridays, 9:30-10:30AM, weather-dependent  

Senior Boxes:  Wed, March 5th, 10-12AM 

CLCC Food Closet:  Thurs, March 13th, 4-6PM 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

If you can help with any of these, please let Alice Kaplan know 

• Organize Emergency Food Closet 

• Cleaning, dusting  

• Sand & stain banister 

• Pick up litter outside the church 
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The Rev. W. Roger Randolph III, STS, Pastor 

rev.randolph3@gmail.com 


